


EPA/XXX/X-XX/XXX
April 2001

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAM-
SURFACE WATERS: 

WESTERN PILOT STUDY
FIELD OPERATIONS MANUAL FOR

WADEABLE STREAMS

Edited by

David V. Peck1, James M. Lazorchak2, and Donald J. Klemm2

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Ecology Branch
Western Ecology Division

National Health and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory
Corvallis, OR  97333

2 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ecosystems Research Branch

Ecological Exposure Research Division
National Exposure Research Laboratory

Cincinnati, OH  45268

NATIONAL HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS RESEARCH LABORATORY
OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC 27711

NATIONAL EXPOSURE  RESEARCH LABORATORY
OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC 27711



3 U.S. EPA, National Exposure Research Laboratory, Ecological Exposure Research Division, 26 W. Martin Luther King Dr.,
Cincinnati, OH  45268.

241

SECTION 15
FINAL SITE ACTIVITIES

by
James M. Lazorchak3

Before leaving a stream site, the team leader reviews all of the data forms and sample
labels for accuracy, completeness, and legibility.  A second team member inspects all
sample containers and packages them in preparation for transport, storage, or shipment. 
Refer to Section 3 for details on preparing and shipping samples.

When reviewing field data forms, ensure that all required data forms for the stream
have been completed.  Confirm that the stream identification code, the year, the visit num-
ber, and the date of the visit are correct on all forms.  On each form, verify that all informa-
tion has been recorded accurately, the recorded information is legible, and any flags are
explained in the comments section.  Ensure that written comments are legible and use no
"shorthand" or abbreviations.    Make sure the header information is completed on all pages
of each form.  After reviewing each form, initial the upper right corner of each page of the
form.

When inspecting samples, ensure that each sample is labeled, all labels are com-
pletely filled in and legible, and each label is covered with clear plastic tape.  Compare
sample label information with the information recorded on the corresponding field data
forms (e.g., the Sample Collection Form) to ensure accuracy.

The other team members should return all of the equipment and supplies to the vehicle
for transport and clean up the stream site.  Pack all equipment and supplies in the vehicle
for transport.  Keep them organized so they can be inventoried using the equipment and
supply checklists presented in Appendix A.  Clean up and dispose of all waste material at
the stream site.  Transport it out of the area if necessary.
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